Creating Excellent Thesis Statements Worksheets 
Part I:  Subject and Commentary 
· A topic sentence is the sentence that conveys a central position of a paragraph.  

· Like a topic sentence, a thesis statement is a sentence that conveys your central position for a multi-paragraph essay.  

· In order to be a thesis statement, it must be a complete sentence with a subject (topic) and a commentary (also called a position or opinion) and the details of your body paragraphs.  Example:  Australia is the best country of all for a vacation because of the fantastic diving, unique personality of the Australian people, and the wildlife found nowhere else in the world.

 

1. Fill in the blanks:  A thesis statement is a complete sentence with 
a ________________, a _______________________  and ______________. 

2. For each of the following thesis statements, underline the subject once and the opinion (commentary) twice and circle the details:
Example:  Westmont is a wonderful place to go to school due to its proximity to the library, great sports program, and excellent academics. 
a)    Cycling is fun to do with friends as it improves your health, gives you quality time together, and can lead to great adventures. 
b)    History is my favorite class since I like the people, events and the way our world is shaped by them. 
c)    It’s exciting to go to college because I like the challenge, variety, and the great new student activities. 
d)    Lasagne is my favorite food because it has my three favorite ingredients, it's filling, and a good lasagna is a challenge to make. 
e)    I like movies more than any other form of entertainment even though people always talk through the film, they overcharge, and the food stinks.

Brainstorm one subject idea of your own ideas: getting a driver’s license, favorite hobby, getting a job…   
3. Write down your subject (topic):_____________________________________
Next, you will write a thesis statement for your subject.   Example for getting braces:  Getting braces was one of the worst things that could have ever happened to me because it ruined my social life, they hurt, and I looked terrible.  This is a thesis statement because it has a subject (getting braces) and a commentary or position (was one of the worst things that could have ever happened to me). 
4. Now write an opinion for your subject here:   _____________________
________________________________________________________________

5. Now write three details supporting your opinion: 1.______________________________________________________________

2.______________________________________________________________

3.______________________________________________________________

6. Now put them all together like we did in class:  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

5. In the sentence you just wrote above, underline the subject once and the commentary twice. 
Think of four more subjects that you know something about and write them down.  Then, write a thesis statement for each of your four subjects here (remember 3 details):
6. ________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________

7. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. In the four sentences you just wrote above, underline each subject once and each opinion twice and circle your 3 details. 
 FOR TOMORROW
Tips for good commentary:

· Is the commentary an opinion or just stating a fact?

· The commentary should be an opinion, but stated like a fact.

· Is it specific enough to be interesting?

· Not specific enough:  School is good.

· Specific:  Attending school regularly is the best way to become a successful communicator.

· Is it concise? Can you say it more briefly?

· Is it written in present or past tense?  Writing about literature should be in present tense.  Writing about history should be in past tense.  

· Does it use I, my, me, or other first person?  It shouldn’t!  All formal expository writing MUST be in the Third Person.  She writes, They write, etc…

· Is there enough “meat” to develop the idea?  Test:  Brainstorm…list three or four main ideas that could support your thesis statement

 

11. REVIEW.  Fill in the blanks for the two main parts of a thesis statement.  A thesis statement is a complete sentence with a __________________ and _________________ (also called a position or an opinion). 

