Leadership Essay

Unit 2 - Arthurian Legend

Due date: 




Throughout this unit we have discussed the concept of leadership – what does the ideal leader look like; what kind of person would he or she be? We learned leaders come in many forms ranging from Abraham Lincoln to Adolf Hitler. The following prompts revolve around the theme of leadership. Please choose one prompt to answer in formal essay form. Be sure to use textual evidence from the Arthurian Legend texts as support.

Prompts

1. The legend of King Arthur dates back at least a thousand years to a land filled with knights, armor, and fair maidens. Discuss how the legend of King Arthur is still applicable to today. 
2. Determine whether or not an ideal leader is realistically possible. Be sure to use examples from Arthurian legend as well as real life.

3. As we know, King Arthur’s good intentions weren’t enough to save Camelot. Discuss how decisions Arthur made throughout his life thwarted his hopes of a successful kingdom.

Standards
CC.11-12.W.1 – Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CC.11-12.W.4 – Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

	Assessment
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Main Idea – The thesis is clearly stated in the introduction and specifically answers the chosen prompt. Each paragraph in the essay’s body begins with a topic sentence that reflects a subtopic to the thesis statement. The paragraphs remain focused on that particular subtopic. Body paragraphs close with a sentence relating to the subtopic and the thesis. The concluding paragraph closes a focused essay answering the prompt.
	10
	

	Body – Each supporting paragraph uses specific details and textual evidence from Arthurian Legend, personal knowledge, and other class lectures, which support the subtopic. The details are discussed with explanation in order to connect details to ideas and thesis statement. The explanations are convincing and logical. 
	10
	

	Organization – Paragraphs are arranged in logical order: introduction, body paragraphs, concluding paragraph. Each paragraph is focused and reflects unity throughout details and discussions. Paragraphs move smoothly from one to another through the use of strategically placed transitions. Overall, the paragraphs form a cohesive essay.
	5
	

	Overall – The essay is written in Standard English, using the third person point of view. Sentences are complete and correctly punctuated. Words are spelled correctly with proper capitalization. Essay follows MLA style. 
	5
	

	Total
	30
	


