Syllabus: English 9
SY 2013 – 2014

Instructor Information:

Mr. Dunn 


727-3145

B-204     mrdunnseroom@weebly.com
Thank you for taking the time to read this syllabus, and for working with me to support the learning in our class. English 9 is required course for graduation and begins the process of learning how critically read and write about literature as well as the relationships between literature and non-fiction. Student success is important to me. This course advances the school’s mission of having students become self-directed, lifelong learners. In order to support learners’ different needs and/or pace of understanding, I am available to meet with students and/or their families after school, by appointment. In addition, please contact me by phone, email, or via the class website, listed above. Students’ grades are updated regularly on classroll.com; logins/passwords for both parents and students are available at the school’s Front Office.
          Students learn best when they apply their learning in meaningful contexts; when they are actively engaged in a supportive and challenging environment. The students’ responsibility is to bring their paper, pen/pencil, Student Handbook (planner), ID, and completed homework to class every day. Homework will be given on a regular basis; typically, students will need to read for 20 minutes, then write a response using two column notes. For reference, students will be asked to document their assignments in their planners daily. Our class website may also be used as a resource, especially in the case of an absence, or if worksheets have gotten lost. All students will need to bring a novel to class (a title of their choice) for designated reading time. 
Below is our classroom Bill of Rights.  We ALL have:
1. The right to be treated with respect.
2. The right to our own feelings and opinions.
3. The right to be listened to and taken seriously.
4. The right to set and achieve goals.
5. The right to ask questions/get help when needed.
6. The right to make mistakes*, and 
7. The right to learn.
         *A “mistake” is simply a learning opportunity.

All H.P. Baldwin High School rules, policies, and procedures shall be followed; each student has a copy of these in his/her Student Handbook (planner).  In addition, the following norms are in place in order to facilitate learning.
Cellphones (I-pods, gaming devices, etc.) are not allowed to be used in class outside of those times they are used for classroom functions.  Please ensure they are put away and silenced.  
Restroom – I ask that students use the restroom before or after class in order maximize instructional time. It is ESPECIALLY important to be present for the first and last ten minutes of class when instructions/summaries are given, and homework is collected/distributed. Parents, if your child has unique needs, please inform the appropriate instructor/teacher.
Water – I allow water to be consumed in class. All students are encouraged to bring a water bottle. Please bring no other food or drinks. We have found that this minimizes distractions, keeps the classroom clean, and is fair to everyone. Again, if there are special circumstances such as diabetes, please contact your student’s teacher.
Attendance – It is very important to attend class every day. We will be following the H.P. Baldwin Attendance Policy, described on pages 5 – 7 of the Student Handbook (planner). 
Full Credit – In order to receive full credit, assignments are due at the beginning of the class period they are due.  If the assignment is turned in after the collection on the same day, it will be considered late.
Late Work – Part of being ready for college and/or a career is to develop time-management skills, and the ability to turn assignments in on time. In some cases, Students may be allowed additional time to turn in assignments; however, the late work request must be accompanied by a letter from a parent/guardian, and may receive less than full credit, depending upon the circumstances.

Absences – Students are responsible for finding out what they missed during their absence.  If the absence will be of significant duration please request the work ahead of time; assignments will be due upon the student’s return.  For shorter absences, students will need to see their teacher to make up their missing work.  We recommend that parents email their student’s teacher so that a timeline can be set up.  Please know that there are certain deadlines that we must meet as Teachers, and once the grading window closes, the software does not allow us to change or update a student’s grade.
Cheating and Plagiarism – Cheating, suspected cheating, or attempted cheating (which includes talking during a test) will result in a ZERO on the assignment, along with appropriate disciplinary action.  Further, any written material or ideas that are borrowed, quoted, or otherwise included from an outside source must be cited or their inclusion will be considered plagiarism. 
Curriculum/Assessment – The learning goals and assessments in this course align with the Common Core Standards for 9th grade English.  Students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in meeting the Common Core Standards. 

This year we will be moving through several units, which include:

· Short stories

· Literary Analysis

· Poetry

· Drama

Requirements:
Please bring the following items to be left inside the English classroom for the duration of the semester/term.
1-inch “Evidence Binder” (a plain, one-inch wide, three-ring binder) 
Filler paper (please put the filler paper inside the binder)
Five dividers (divide the binder into the following categories: Evidence, Reading, Vocabulary, Resources, Projects)
Journal (this can be a fancy “diary,” or just a simple tablet/notebook for writing).
 
As mentioned previously, students must bring the following items to class daily: pens/pencils, Student Handbook (planner), ID, and a novel to read.  
 
The following items are optional but recommended:  2 different-colored highlighters, a pen to “edit” with, a removable memory stick/thumb-drive, and correction tape/fluid.
